
“Bamboo as a Subs�tute
for Plas�c” Ini�a�ve

Now, with the intensifica�on of climate change, frequent occurrence of natural 
disasters and increasing environmental problems, more and more countries and inter-
na�onal organiza�ons are integra�ng green development, principles from the circular 
economy and low-carbon lifestyles into their na�onal strategies and global vision. China 
has set a dual carbon goal of striving to achieve peak carbon dioxide emissions by 2030 
and reach carbon neutrality by 2060, aimed at making posi�ve contribu�ons to address 
climate change and create harmony between man and nature. During the General 
Debate of the 76th session of the United Na�ons General Assembly, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping proposed the Global Development Ini�a�ve, an interna�onal plan that adheres 
to the concept of harmonious co-existence between humankind and nature, targe�ng 
climate change and green economic development as key areas for coopera�on. The 
ini�a�ve has received posi�ve responses from the interna�onal community.

Bamboo is a precious treasure bestowed upon humankind by nature, has signifi-
cant ecological, economic and social benefits. As a green, low-carbon, fast-growing, 
renewable and degradable biomass material, bamboo can play a unique role in address-
ing a number of global challenges such as climate change, poverty allevia�on and 
ecological restora�on.  China and the Interna�onal Bamboo and Ra�an Organiza�on are 
jointly launching the “Bamboo as a Subs�tute for Plas�c” Ini�a�ve, aimed at deepening 
coopera�on of the Global Development Ini�a�ve by realizing the outstanding advantag-
es and poten�al of bamboo in reducing plas�c pollu�on, replacing plas�c products and 
providing a nature-based solu�on for energy-intensive and difficult-to-degrade plas�c 
products, while making a posi�ve contribu�on to the implementa�on of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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1. Formulate suppor�ve policies
Incorporate the “Bamboo as a Subs�tute for Plas�c” Ini�a�ve into policy frameworks at 

different levels, including interna�onal, regional and na�onal levels; cooperate with relevant 
interna�onal organiza�ons to facilitate formula�on of interna�onal trade rules for inclusion of 
bamboo plas�c subs�tute products into plas�cs replacements; support and help countries 
around the world formulate and popularize policies regarding the ini�a�ve; iden�fy important 
industries and bamboo products to replace plas�cs; and provide policy guarantees for global 
development.

2. Promote technological innova�on
Converge scien�fic and technological forces in the bamboo sector to deepen coopera�on 

and foster innova�on in the uses, efficiency and standardized development of bamboo products 
to replace plas�cs as well as generate the condi�ons for the adop�on of new technologies and 
development of new products that can use “bamboo as a subs�tute for plas�c”.

3. Encourage scien�fic research
Encourage global research ins�tu�ons to strengthen basic research into using “bamboo as a 

subs�tute for plas�c” to promote scien�fic innova�on in global bamboo u�liza�on as well as 
build a scien�fic knowledge system such as material data and full life cycle databases that will 
establish the scien�fic theory and founda�on of data for mi�ga�ng global plas�c pollu�on and 
devising a global development policy framework. 

4. Promote market expansion
Facilitate the entry of bamboo products into the market and promote consump�on through 

expert forums, exhibi�ons, demonstra�ons and public events at interna�onal, regional and 
na�onal levels. Widely publicize the diverse applica�ons of bamboo in construc�on, decora�on, 
furniture, papermaking, packaging, transporta�on, food, tex�les, chemicals, handicra�s and 
disposable products. The promo�on of bamboo products capable of replacing plas�c with great 
market poten�al and good economic benefits will be priori�zed.

5. Enhance publicity
Comprehensively promote the significant poten�al and value of bamboo as a nature-based 

solu�on and raise public awareness through par�cipa�ng in interna�onal fora such as the United 
Na�ons General Assembly, the Conference of the Par�es to the United Na�ons Framework Con-
ven�on on Climate Change, the Conference of the Par�es to the Conven�on on Biological Diversi-
ty, the World Forestry Congress, celebra�ng important interna�onal and na�onal themed days 
and anniversaries such as World Earth Day, World Environment Day, and promo�ng ac�vi�es on 
media pla�orms.




